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It is fair to say that many people will be delighted to bring in
the New Year for a variety of reasons. However before 2009 is
confined to history we would like to test your knowledge of
the London Retail Property Market over the last 12 months.

1 Which iconic British retailer surprised everyone by
acquiring a boutique for its childrenswear brand in
Westbourne Grove?
2 In the summer, which maison specialising in business as
Compagnon de Rivière opened in Mount Street?
3 The more directional brands have been attracted to Dover
Street: who opened at number 35a, near Dover Street market?
4 “We cultivate excellence.” An Italian pearl company
launched into the city market complementing its Mayfair
boutique. Who founded the company?
5 In 1971 in St Tropez and now in West Broadway and Royal
Exchange. Which is the swimwear company?
6 Established in 1934 in Triuggio, Italy, and now due to open
at 126-127 New Bond Street – which is the Italian menswear
brand in question?
7 Skiwear to the sophisticated visitor to the slope and now
open in Sloane Street – which is the company?
8 Paris, Barcelona and now Mayfair “beyond the dream of
refinement and elegance”: in which street will Azzaro open for
spring 2010?
9 23 Savile Row has been let to one of the largest galleries in
New York. If it’s not the Gagosian Gallery, which one is it?

As ever, feel free to consult previous Luxury Briefings or your
retail leasing agent to answer the questions. A lunch for two
at Scotts is the prize for the most correct answers. Very best
wishes for 2010 and have yourself a merry little Christmas.

Keith Wilson, Wilson McHardy, London (tel: 020 7439 1666)

On Madison Avenue, Lalique has opened its doors at no 609.
Michael Kors took over at no 667, formerly Céline, and
François Pyard’s new chocolate shop, François Chocolate Bar,
is now at Mauboussin, no 714. Devi Kroell rolled out the red
carpet at 719 and Peter Coppola is to stage a Manhattan
comeback with a sprawling space in the Barney’s building. The
corner once occupied by Krizia, 769 Madison Avenue, will
become the second location for Giorgio’s of Palm Beach.
Coach, with yet another new concept, is at no 831. Lisa Perry
announced her move to a permanent Madison Avenue shop
between 76th and 77th Streets. 

On Fifth Avenue, Tous will now be in Rockefeller Center
and French chocolatier Michel Cluizel will open its first
freestanding US shop in the Worldwide Diamond Tower at
no 580. 

On the Upper East Side, David Yurman opens an in-
store shop at Bloomingdale’s, joined by a British All Saints’
shop-in-shop. 

In SoHo, art book publisher Phaidon has opened a
temporary shop at 100 Wooster Street between Prince and
Spring Streets. Rachel Ashwell’s Shabby Chic is reopening at
117 Mercer Street. In Greenwich Village, Jodi Arnold has done
a pop-up shop at 56 University Place, with a unique
combination of art and fashion.

Trend-tracking from the streets of gold
Retail rebounds in a big way with headlining names! From
Uptown to Downtown, SoHo to Nolita to Fifth to Meatpacking
to, of course, Madison. Isaac Mizrahi is here at 23 East 67th
Street. Apple Upper West Side store opened at 67th Street
and Broadway in a big way. Superdry, the Japanese-inspired
British label, made its New York City debut in NoHo on
Broadway and Washington Place.

Faith Hope Consolo, Chairman, Retail Leasing & Sales, Prudential
Douglas Elliman 00 1 212 418 2000; fconsolo@elliman.com
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include properties in Vietnam, Mayakoba,
and on Saadiyat Beach and Al Sowwah
Island in Abu Dhabi.

DANIEL BOULUD
Daniel Boulud has confirmed plans to open
his first London restaurant. The New York-
based French chef is to take over a space
at the Mandarin Oriental hotel, currently
occupied by the Grill restaurant. The new
165-cover addition, due to open in spring,
is being designed by Adam Tihany and will
be inspired by French winemaking. The
French bistro menu will be based on Bar
Boulud in New York, with charcuterie and
cheese bar overseen by Gilles Verot.
Boulud will join Heston Blumenthal, who is
taking over the space that houses Foliage. 

In 2010 Boulud’s Dinex Group company
will open its first restaurant in China, at the
Marina Bay Sands resort in Shanghai.

SARMENT
Sarment is an interesting new wine concierge
service. Working on a membership basis –
initially restricted to 75 – the club matches
clients with leading sommeliers around the
world who will help them to learn about
wine, build and manage cellars and choose
wine for special occasions. The service was
born when founder Bertrand Faure Beaulieu
was rebuilding his cellar and became
frustrated by the business model of many
wine merchants, who seemed to build
relationships around how much the customer
was willing to spend. Together with three-
star sommelier Philippe Messy, he built a
new concept based on a personal bond
between sommelier and client, rather than
affiliations with wine merchants or
distributors, which allows members to
consult their sommelier at any time who can
then offer impartial advice.

RITZ-CARLTON
Ritz-Carlton is to open the tallest hotel in
the world. Due to launch in 2010, Ritz-
Carlton Hong Kong is a 312-bedroom hotel
that will occupy floors 102-118 of the
International Commerce Centre in
Kowloon. The property will have six
restaurants, including a rooftop bar
situated at 490 metres above sea level, and
Chinese and Italian restaurants. Views from
the property extend across Hong Kong’s
harbour and the city. Additional features
include one of Hong Kong’s largest
ballrooms – at 9,300 sq ft – and an Espa
spa on the 116th floor. 

LIMEWOOD 
Limewood is a newly renovated Regency
country house in the centre of the New
Forest, Hampshire, due to launch as a
hotel. The project is being overseen by
Robin Hutson, co-founder of Hotel du Vin,
and the interiors are by David Collins who
has undertaken the £35m renovation of the
property. Limewood will be the first UK
hotel project that David Collins has
undertaken in its entirety. When completed
it will have 12 rooms, 17 suites and a
number of lodges. The restaurant is to be
overseen by Alex Aitkens, a chef known for
Le Poussin restaurant, and in the future
cookery courses will also be on offer. 

VILLA MAGNA
Villa Magna is a recently-opened luxury
hotel in Madrid. Created in the shell of a
former Westin hotel, which has been
entirely reconstructed, the property is
located in the heart of Madrid’s Ortiga y
Gasset shopping area and has 150
spacious rooms and suites. The
contemporary decor in the rooms includes
flat-screen mirror televisions, marble
bathrooms and amenities in a custom
fragrance. A number of the suites have
open-air terraces and there are also
outdoor dining spaces outside the hotel’s
restaurant and in the courtyard in the
centre of the property. Food in the main
restaurant is provided by Michelin-starred
chef Eneko Atxa, who has created a variety
of tasting menus providing a rarefied take
on traditional Basque cuisine and country
ingredients. The hotel also has a desination
Cantonese restaurant, Tse Yang. Villa
Magna is now part of the Leading Hotels of
the World collection.

D&D
Better known as a restaurant group, D&D is
now to enter the hotel market, launching a
boutique property in the City of London.
D&D has formed an association with
Frogmore to develop an 80-bedroom hotel
on South Place off Moorgate, in a new
72,000 sq ft building. Interiors will be by
Conran & Partners, and there will be a
number of restaurants and bars including a
7th floor restaurant and bar with outdoor
terrace. The architecture will be overseen by
Allies and Morrison. Development is to start
in 2010, with a view to opening in 2012.

THE VICEROY
The Viceroy is an exciting new hotel
opening in Anguilla this month. The
beachfront property has interiors by US
interior designer Kelly Wearstler using
natural materials and a neutral palette. The
resort is made up of 166 rooms, suites and
villas set in 35 acres of grounds. Features of
the interiors include driftwood lamps and
marble floors and the penthouses have
sundecks with private plunge pools. There
are also five restaurants and lounges, with
views across the bays and beaches.

This month the Viceroy Group is also to
launch its first ski resort. The Viceroy
Snowmass property is part of the
Snowmass Village development close to
Aspen and has been designed by Jean-
Michel Gathy. Other scheduled openings

Superbike
With Jaguar occupying the main pages, we thought we would
bring you news of something... almost as expensive. A lot 
of people are getting into serious bikes, but the Factor 001
bike is probably the biking equivalent of the Bugatti. Costing
up to £50,000, these super-hi-tech machines are being
produced by Beru F1 Systems, a UK-based performance
engineering specialist supplying the car racing industry.

The Factor 001 bike – the first of which has been
ordered by Lewis Hamilton – features carbon everything,
ceramic brakes, a micro touch-screen monitoring all
functions (including rider) with wiring embedded in the
carbon frame, and, of course, tyres like elastic bands.  

www.factor001.com

Tree chic
Could the most stylish Christmas tree in London belong to Claridges? The
Mayfair hotel has enlisted the help of John Galliano, Creative Director of
Christian Dior, to design its Christmas tree decorations for this year. Details
will include sparkling orchids, leaves and crystals in silver, white and blue to
give a frosted effect. This is the first time that Claridges has enlisted the help of
a fashion designer to work on its tree. The result will be on display in the lobby.

Stein way 
Celebrity chef Rick Stein is build his Cornish empire further by expanding to
Falmouth. Stein’s company has recently lodged planning applications to open
an oyster bar and fish and chip restaurant in the waterfront area of the Cornish
town. Stein already owns four restaurants in nearby Padstow as well as hotel
accommodation, a cookery school, delicatessen, patisserie and gift shop, and
another pub close by. Stein’s fame as a television personality has brought
visitors flocking to his Cornish enterprises. As Falmouth is scheduled to build a
new marina in the near future the town is predicted to attract new yachting and
cruise ship trade.




